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Daniel 6:3 Now Daniel so 

distinguished himself among the 

administrators and the satraps by 

his exceptional qualities that the 

king planned to set him over the 

whole kingdom.

Matthew 23:1-10 Now Jesus turned 

to address his disciples, along with 

the crowd that had gathered with 

them. “The religion scholars and 

Pharisees are competent teachers 

in God’s Law. You won’t go wrong in 

following their teachings on Moses. 

But be careful about following 

them. They talk a good line, but they 

don’t live it. They don’t take it into 

their hearts and live it out in their 

behavior. It’s all spit-and-polish 

veneer. “Instead of giving you God’s 

Law as food and drink by which you 

can banquet on God, they package 

it in bundles of rules, loading you 

down like pack animals. They seem 

to take pleasure in watching you 

stagger under these loads, and 

wouldn’t think of lifting a finger 

to help. Their lives are perpetual 

fashion shows, embroidered prayer 

shawls one day and flowery prayers 

the next. They love to sit at the head 

table at church dinners, basking 

in the most prominent positions, 

preening in the radiance of public 

flattery, receiving honorary degrees, 

and getting called ‘Doctor’ and 

‘Reverend.’  “Don’t let people do that 

to you, put you on a pedestal like 

that. You all have a single Teacher, 

and you are all classmates. Don’t set 

people up as experts over your life, 
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letting them tell you what to do. Save 

that authority for God; let him tell 

you what to do. No one else should 

carry the title of ‘Father’; you have 

only one Father, and he’s in heaven. 

And don’t let people maneuver you 

into taking charge of them. There 

is only one Life-Leader for you and 

them—Christ.

Mark 8:27-29 Jesus and his disciples 

went on to the villages around 

Caesarea Philippi. On the way he 

asked them, “Who do people say I 

am?”  They replied, “Some say John 

the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 

still others, one of the prophets.” 

“But what about you?” he asked. 

“Who do you say I am?” Peter 

answered, “You are the Christ.”

1. A Locked             Gate               

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow 

about his promise, as some people 

understand slowness, but is being 

patient with you. He does not 

want anyone to perish, but wants 

everyone to come to repentance.

2. A Pile of            Luggage               

3. An Endless          Ladder               

4. A Free                           Gift

Ephesians 2:8-9  For it is by grace 

you have been saved, through 

faith—and this not from yourselves, 

it is the gift of God— not by works, 

so that no one can boast.

1 Timothy 1:12-14 I thank Christ 

Jesus our Lord, who has given 

me strength, that he considered 

me faithful, appointing me to his 

service. Even though I was once a 

blasphemer and a persecutor and 

a violent man, I was shown mercy 

because I acted in ignorance and 

unbelief. The grace of our Lord was 

poured out on me abundantly, along 

with the faith and love that are in 

Christ Jesus.

Acts 10:35 (Msg) It makes no 

difference who you are or where 

you’re from—if you want God and 

are ready to do as he says, the door 

is open.

Ephesians 3:16-19 I pray that from 

his glorious, unlimited resources 

he will empower you with inner 

strength through his Spirit. 

Then you will be made complete with 

all the fullness of life and power that 

comes from God.
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